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Dear Carolyn, 

Thank you for your correspondence of 15 October on behalf of the Petitions Committee 
regarding the progress of the Monmouthshire & Brecon canal’s Task and Finish Group. 

I am very aware of the concerns raised by businesses, residents, and communities whose 
livelihoods depend on the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal. As stated in my previous 
correspondence, I share your commitment to safeguarding the canal’s economic, cultural, 
and environmental value. 

Building on the investment in infrastructure we announced earlier in the summer, which is a 
necessary pre-requisite to any longer term water supply agreement, my officials are in 
active discussion with partners on addressing the ongoing cost of supplying water to the 
canal. The aim is to have positive progress to report at the Ministerial Group I am chairing 
on 17 November. In addition, work continues on further options to augment supply at other 
points on the canal. The work is supported by key experts from all the relevant 
organisations to identify both practical and lasting solutions. 

Welsh Government remains fully engaged in this process and I am grateful for the positive 
engagement we have had from all partners. 

We recognise the value of the canal to local people, nature and the economy and, 
particularly, the pressing nature of the situation for canal-based businesses and the wider 
community. I am hopeful we are now moving towards a viable solution. 
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Thank you again for writing to me regarding this important matter. I hope you find this 
information helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Huw Irranca-Davies AS/MS 
Y Dirprwy Brif Weinidog ac Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Newid Hinsawdd  
a Materion Gwledig  
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural Affairs  


